
SERMON NOTES     Sunday 29 March 

                                   
 

Who are we? We are servants 
 

Bible passages Philippians 2.1-11; John 13.1-17 
 

Introduction 

• We live in a very different world yet God is unchanged and 
his word is unchanging 

• God says we are loved and we are servants: what might 
that look like in these days? 
 

John 13.1-17: Jesus our servant king 

• Jesus lays aside his dignity and short cuts and serves (cp 
Matthew 4.1-11; Luke 4.1-13 and Philippians 2.7-8) 

• Jesus is able to do so because he is confident of who he is 
and what that means 

• Jesus knows that God loves him and he is to love others so 
able to serve in menial and costly ways  
 

Following the master 

• Followers of Jesus seek to do as he did 

• Jesus commands us to follow his example and serve one 
another 
 

We are servants 

• Need to know that we are God’s beloved children if we are 
to serve out of love for God and neighbour 

• Need to humility to serve and be served 
 

Conclusion 

We are followers, part of God’s family, witnesses and servants 
but all that flows from the basic truth that you – that I – am 
loved by God.    

Some questions for discussion 

 
1. What does it mean to you to be a servant?  

 
2. Read John 13.1-17. What strikes you about this story?   

 
3. How might Jesus’ actions broaden or deepen our 

understanding of what it means to serve?  
 

4. Read Philippians 2.1-11. How does Paul help us understand 

more about why Jesus was able to serve? 
 

5. Why is it so important that we serve out of knowing we are 
loved by God?  

 
6. How is God calling you to serve others in these days?  

 

7. Think back over our series on Who are we? (the series flier is 
attached to the service materials to help you). What has 
encouraged you most? What has challenged you most?  

 
8. What is God asking you to do as a result of what he has said 

to you through these passages? It might be something to 
pray about, something to think more about, something he 

wants you to talk to someone about or something he wants 
you to do. Make a note of it so you don't forget!  

 
 

‘Having loved his own who were in the world,  
[Jesus] loved them to the end.’  

John 13.1 
 

Why not spend some time thanking God for his love for you 
and ask him to enable you to lovingly serve others more this 

week?  
Revd Rebecca Fardell 


