
Sunday 29th March 2020 
 

Who are we? We are servants 
 
Note: I am sorry that you are receiving a script rather than a recording this 
week, but I am not well enough to record my talk. I am intentionally writing 
this as I would have spoken it (therefore no comments on grammar or 
punctuation please!). So, just as I am imagining all of you as I sit typing on 
my sofa, why don’t you imagine me standing at the front of church 
speaking these words to you? This is what I believe God wants to say to us 
today:  
 
Opening Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you for this opportunity to reflect on your word 
together. We pray that you would give us open hearts and minds so that 
we might hear what you would say to us this morning. May we come to 
understand more fully who you say we are and what it means for our lives, 
for we ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
Introduction 
What a difference a day makes…and certainly what a difference a few 
weeks make. Today, we are coming to the end of our sermon series 
exploring who God says we are and what it means. Little could we have 
known when we began this series of talks that the world would have been 
turned upside down and we would be living through a global pandemic. 
When I planned this Lent sermon series, the word coronavirus was hardly 
known and I would have had to look up Wuhan on a map. Yet, I believe 
that being reminded of who we truly are and what it means for how we 
live our lives is probably even more important now than it was when we 
began. As we gather this morning, the world seems a lot less certain than it 
did a month ago and our lives look radically different. As Pete Greig put it 
in his meditation for Lectio 3651 earlier this week, we are living through ‘a 
time of personal distraction, fearful distortion and cultural disruption’. 

 
1 Lectio 365 is an excellent app to help us pray each day. Lots of us at Sunnyside and St 
John’s are finding it helpful. Why not give it a go? I hope to publish a list of resources to 

Daily life looks very different for most of us: work looks different; school 
looks different; leisure looks different; church looks different. And yet, God 
is unchanged and his word is unchanging. He still looks at each and every 
one of us and says ‘you are my beloved child’…he still invites us to follow 
him…he still says that we are part of his family…he still calls us to be 
witnesses…he still asks us to follow his example and serve others. 
 
John 13.1-17: Jesus, our servant king 
Within 24 hours Jesus’ broken body will be lying in a borrowed tomb. 
Within 24 hours he will have shared a final meal with his friends; prayed so 
hard that he sweats blood; be betrayed by two of his friends (Peter betrays 
him every bit as much as Judas) and let down by the rest; go through a 
sham trial; be beaten and finally nailed to a cross. Jesus has known that 
this is what awaited him in Jerusalem and yet he set his face there and 
followed through. This was the choice that Jesus had made when he 
rejected the Devil’s offer of short cuts in the wilderness and chose to do 
the will of the Father who sent him (Matthew 4.1-11; Luke 4.1-13). This 
was the choice that Jesus made every time he was offered an easier path. 
Jesus chose to go God’s way not his but how was he able to do that? How 
was he able to make 
 
‘himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death – 
        even death on a cross!’ 

(Philippians 2.7-8) 
As Paul puts it in his letter to the Philippians?  
 

help us pray, read our Bibles and worship God next week; sorry, it has been postpone by 
my being ill! 



John is quite clear: Jesus was confident in who he is and what that means. 
We see that in this wonderful story of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet on 
the night before he died:  
 
‘Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to 
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 
 
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted 
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the 
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God 
and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel round his waist. After that, he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped round him.’ 

(John 13.1-5) 
 
What Jesus does is extraordinary: he is their Lord and Master, the most 
senior person in the room…he has been proclaimed king by the crowds 
who waved palms to welcome him into Jerusalem only a few days before… 
and yet here he is doing the task of the most menial slave…a task so 
unpleasant that it was beneath the dignity of Jewish slaves and would be 
given to Gentile ones. The disciples had been trudging through the dusty, 
dirty streets of Jerusalem in sandals…their feet would have been 
unpleasantly dirty and smelly…yet here is the Son of God washing their 
feet…the feet of those who looked to him for leadership…the feet of all of 
them, including Judas who Jesus knew was willing to sell him to his 
enemies for 30 pieces of silver (the price of a slave)…including Peter who 
despite his protestations Jesus knew would within hours of this moment  
deny even knowing him. Jesus is able to do this and all that will follow 
because he knows who he is: he knows that his Father had declared in a 
voice from heaven that ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.’ (Mark 1.11). His identity was proclaimed before he did anything. 
This is who Jesus knows himself to be. And because he knew who he 
was…loved by God…he knew what it meant for him…he was to love 

others…and because he knew what it meant, he did not have to stand on 
his dignity or seek to prove himself but could love them till the end.  
 
Following the Master 
When we spoke about us being followers of Jesus, we talked about how 
we were called to be with Jesus so we could learn from Jesus how to be 
like Jesus (Dallas Willard’s definition of discipleship). In the Upper Room, 
Jesus spells this out for his disciples…spells it out for us:  
 
‘When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ he 
asked them. ‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord”, and rightly so, for that is 
what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.  Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater 
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.’ 

(John 13.12-17) 
 
This is such an important lesson for his followers that Jesus does not use a 
parable or leave us guessing what he means…no, he spells it out in simple 
words…I have served you…you must serve one another…serving is not a 
suggestion…it is something you ‘should do’…it is a commandment…and he 
makes it clear what serving looks like…he gives us a practical example so 
that we may be in no doubt that serving is practical and costly and yes, 
sometimes unpleasant and dirty. 
 
We are servants 
So what might it look like for us to be servants in these strange days in 
which we are living? Well, it certainly looks like us staying indoors…we are 
serving our neighbours and those working in our extraordinary NHS when 
we follow the Government guidance and stay inside. We are servants 
when we show our love for our neighbours by not buying more than we 
truly need and by remembering to give food to the Food Bank (either at 
the supermarket or leave it labelled in the vicarage porch and I will make 



sure it gets there). We are servants when we pray and when we contact 
our church family and neighbours to see how they are getting on and if 
there is anything they need. We are servants when we look after the 
vulnerable and the lonely, albeit from a safe distance. Being a servant is 
about putting others first…about thinking about what others need and 
how we might share the love of Jesus with them in practical ways. Serving 
is about remembering that God loves others every bit as much as he loves 
you and we have the enormous privilege of helping others experience 
something of that so they might understand something of the enormity of 
God’s love for them.  
 
Lots of people serve and it is encouraging seeing people wanting to help 
others…it is a cause for rejoicing that a community spirit that had long 
been thought dead has re-emerged in the face of the coronavirus crisis. 
What should make us different as Christians though is why we are serving. 
We are not called to serve as something to do. We are not called to serve 
to help us feel good about ourselves or so others might think well of us. 
The danger of serving is always that we use it to do good…to earn the good 
opinion of others or God…to create an identity. No, as Christians we are 
called to serve as Jesus did….we are beloved children of God just as Jesus 
is…our heavenly Father has loved us since before we were born…he loves 
us for who we are, not what we do. But because he loves us, we respond 
to that love by loving him….and because we love him, we want to love all 
those around us because they are his beloved children too whether they 
know it yet or not. We serve because that is what Jesus did. We can do 
that because God loves us just as much as he loved Jesus.  
 
But it also means that we have to have the humility and grace to let other 
people serve us. Too often we are like Peter, not wanting to accept the 
help of others but as Christians, there are times when we need to 
graciously accept the service of others…it is what being part of God’s 
family means. I often wonder if Jesus was inspired to wash the feet of his 
disciples by an event that happened at another meal just a few days 
earlier. Mary had washed Jesus’ feet in a scandalous act of love, an act of 
service that as Jesus graciously accepts (John 12.1-8).  As the hymn has it: 

 
‘Brother, sister let me serve you. 
Let me be as Christ to you;’ 
 
…Most of us understand that bit and don’t tend to find it too tricky but the 
verse continues… 
 
‘Pray that I may have the grace to 
Let you be my servant too.’ 
 
Conclusion 
The question we have been asking through this series of talks is Who are 
we? We have been seeking to put aside who the world says we are and ask 
who does God say we are. We have been reminded that our lives can be 
built on the solid foundation of the truth that we are loved by God. This is 
who we truly are. This identity means that we are followers of Jesus who 
are seeking to become more like him; we are part of his family, the church 
and all are vital parts of the Body of Christ at Sunnyside or St John’s; we 
are witnesses to the difference that knowing him makes to our lives; and 
we are servants just as Jesus was, sharing God’s love with others. But all 
that flows from the basic truth that you – that I – am loved by God.  
 
Next Sunday we turn our attention to Palm Sunday as we begin to journey 
with Jesus through Holy Week towards the cross. Next Sunday, we will 
prepare to reflect on the answer to the question ‘how much does God love 
us’. If I was stood in front of you now, I would open my arms wide to show 
you…God loves you – loves me – this much: 
 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ 

(John 3.16) 
 
Amen!  
 


