Sunnyside Church

Wednesday morning at 9.30 on 15 July 2020
Readings
Psalm 119:105-112
Genesis 25:19-end

Some reflections on these passages.
*We will be discovering some of the riches in the Psalms on Sunday mornings. Todays Psalm reminds us of the wonders of God’s law which we see as Christians to be the Scriptures. They are a lamp to our feet and a light for our paths. This picture of light comes in many places in the Scriptures. In the opening verses of John’s Gospel we read of the Word becoming flesh in the person of Jesus Christ, he is the true light, and the darkness will never extinguish the light. These are words of great encouragement to us in our current crisis.   

*Our reading from Genesis 25 is about people with faults. Isaac and Rebecca make the mistake as parents in having favourite children which will colour their judgement. Esau and Jacob have sibling rivalry which is exacerbated as twins. Despite all this God is still able to work and Jacob will continue to fulfil the promise made to Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation which would be a source of blessing for all nations (Genesis 12:3). 

*In v.32 Esau is prepared to give up his birthright. As the eldest son he had responsibilities as well as privileges. Hebrews 12:16,17 see this as a sign of godlessness on the part of Esau. God does not always use the most likely of people to fulfil his sovereign will (see Romans 9:10,11)

*God can work in spite of all our faults. None of us can say we do not have some weakness.. Even some of the great characters of the Bible had major flaws, Abraham committed adultery, Moses murder, and David did both, but after repentance God still used them in a great way. 
Some Questions

* “Lord how I love your law! I meditate on it day and night” (Psalm 119:97). How true are these word for you?

*  What can we learn from this account of Jacob and Esau that would encourage us, that God can still work in spite of our failings, because he has a plan and purpose for our lives at whatever age we may be? 

A Prayer of Dedication
Almighty God

we thank you for the gift of your holy word

May it be a lantern to our feet 

a light to our paths

and a strength to our lives.

Take us and use us

to love and serve all

in the power of the Holy Spirit

and in the name of your Son

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect for last Sunday

Almighty God

send down upon us your Church

the riches of your Spirit

and kindle in all who minister the gospel

your countless gifts of grace

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayers – use with the 5 parts of the prayers on the order of service sheet
“those affected by the corona virus”

Our Vicar Rebecca and others we know personally

“those guiding our nation at this time”

Prime Minister, Cabinet, and MP’s especially in the decisions they make as restrictions are eased.  
All involved in education as they prepare for September
For race relations and our part in it.
“for doctors, nurses …..”

Key workers especially in the hospitals and care homes .
For those working in medical research, especially those working towards a vaccine.    

“for the vulnerable and fearful”
All who have mental health issues 
All in difficult home situations

All who have been bereaved in recent months.
For our Mission Links especially for Bex in Uganda, and James and Joanna working with the Rohinga, 
All the people of Hong Kong

“ourselves”

For the arrangements for the resumption of worship in church and for our organisations and mission
John Kirkby
