St John the Evangelist
London Road, Bourne End
Reports for the APCM
Sunday April 25th 2021

Minutes of the Annual meeting of Parishioners - Sunday 25th October 2020
The meeting took place within the morning communion service which was led by Rev. Rebecca
Fardell and there were 15 people present.
Apologies for absence: Audrey and David Gubbay
There was a time for giving thanks for the things that God has been doing among us over the
past year.
We give thanks that:
• Each and every member of the church has been kept safe and well.
• Reopening of the church was possible so that we can meet and pray together.
• We can look forward to coming to church.
• We can have communion
And we give thanks for:
• Rachel and Hilary and the support that they have given.
• Continued recovery for Rebecca.
• All the clergy and readers who come to lead and preach.
• Technology enabling us to keep in touch.
• Our beautiful church building.
• Continued thriving of the church.
Election of Church Wardens
Both wardens were willing to stand for re-election for a further year. John Marshall – proposed
by Michael Pritchard and seconded by Laura Frey. Helen King - proposed by Edith Harkins and
seconded by Karen Evans. All in favour. The Wardens and Deputies were thanked for their
work over the past year.
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
The minutes of the meeting in 2019 were approved and signed. Proposed by John Marshall,
seconded by Michael Pritchard and all in favour. There were no matters arising.
Reports for the meeting had been approved at the last PCC meeting in March 2020.
Election of Deanery Synod representative
Susan Marshall was elected as the church representative. This was proposed by Karen Evans,
seconded by Barbara Driver and all in favour.
(Election of Sides People
The following people were elected to be our service wardens: John Marshall, Sue Marshall,
Mike Pritchard, Helen King, Edith Harkins, and Jane Manson.)
Election of PCC members
Gladys Greenwood has stepped down from the PCC after many years of faithful service. She
was thanked and a presentation of gifts made.
Laura Frey and Susan Marshall were up for re-election to the PCC and both were willing to
stand for another term. Both were re-elected for another three years. Laura proposed by Edith
Harkins and Helen King, Susan Marshall will be on the PCC as the Deanery Synod Rep. All in
favour.

The PCC as it stands at the moment is as follows:
Clergy – Rebecca Fardell and Rachel Hamilton
Deanery Synod Representative – Susan Marshall
Wardens – John Marshall and Helen King
Elected laity members of the PCC:
Elected at the APCM in April 2019 and to serve until 2022: Michael Pritchard, Edith Harkins and
George Einchcombe
Elected at APCM 2020 and to serve until April 2023: Susan Marshall and Laura Frey’
Electoral Roll Officer - Susan Marshall is willing to continue in this post.
Safeguarding Officer - Karen Evans
Treasurer - Edith Harkins
Election of an Independent Financial Examiner
Peter Hinson AIB was voted to be our independent examiner for another year.
Matters arising from the annual reports
Electoral roll
The number on the role stands at 30 members. The electoral roll was approved.
Treasurer’s report
The accounts had been audited by Peter Hinson. Edith reported that Gift Day this year has
raised £3135. £1070 will go to church expenses and £2065 to mission.
The amount spent on churchyard maintenance has increased and this has been due to the
rather spasmodic way in which Owen submits his bills.
There has been an overall loss of about £2000 over the year, due in part to decreased giving
and in part to some large expenses – for example the QI cost £900.
Giving is expected to be down again this year, due to the Covid situation, but generally we are
still in a healthy position financially.
An enormous vote of thanks to Edith for looking after our finances so well.
Safeguarding
Karen made a formal declaration to confirm that the PCC of St John’s “has complied with the duty
under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have due regard to
House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults).”
Karen was thanked for her work as our safeguarding officer.
A.O.B.
It was reported that Andy is slowly returning to his normal life.
Although the PCC will discuss the distribution of the Gift Day money, any member of the
congregation is welcome to make suggestions.

Vicar’s Report
2020 was not the year that any of us could have expected. Covid-19 brought change and challenge
to all aspects of our lives, including church. We experienced huge amounts of loss (of things big and
small) that we value. We said good-bye to much loved members of Sunnyside with difficult
restrictions on how we could mark their deaths. We were denied opportunities to gather in person
as a church family to worship God and enjoy fellowship with one another. This has been hard and
added to the burdens that the pandemic brought to our lives. Yet we also have much to give thanks
for at St John’s: technology enabled us to continue to meet as house groups, for meetings and for
fun. We also welcomed Rachel Hamilton to join us as curate.
The rest of this report gives an overview of what happened in St John’s during 2020, none of which
would have been possible without you all giving so generously of your gifts, time, and money. I
would like to thank you for your commitment to St John’s and for your care and support of me
through what has personally been an extremely hard year. I really do give thanks for each and
everyone of you and continue to be deeply grateful to God that I have the privilege and joy of being
your vicar. In particular, I wish to thank our churchwardens, John and Helen who undertake their
important roles with much prayer and wisdom.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer… And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 2.42,47
In the autumn, we had a sermon series which explored what makes a flourishing church according
to the Book of Acts. I have been deeply encouraged by the ways in which we have followed this
pattern at St John’s through 2020, despite the uncertain times in which we live. We have continued
to worship God and sought to deepen our knowledge and love of him through our services and
small groups. Although fellowship has been difficult with social distancing and restrictions on
meeting, we have tried to maintain and strengthen our relationships through online coffee
mornings, our house group and permitted walks. Breaking bread has perhaps been the hardest to
sustain; Covid restrictions have made Holy Communion extremely difficult and I for one have
missed offering hospitality to you. We have continued to pray and having the church open for
private prayer has been appreciated.
Despite the difficulties and sorrows of the past year, St John’s has continued to be a faithful witness
to God’s love in our community. I look forward to seeing how he will continue to bring growth in
spirit and in number to us in the year to come.
with love and prayers
Rebecca

Wardens’ Report 2020-2021
Throughout the year, every effort has been made to ensure that the church buildings and the
churchyard have been kept in good repair and that, where necessary, work has been carried out to
rectify any problems. Work parties have taken place during the year to keep the church and
ground tidy and a professional gardener has been employed for grass-cutting and hedge-trimming.
Our continued thanks go to all who help in the maintenance of our church and grounds and, in
particular, to Mike Pritchard for painting woodwork and for continuing to maintain the seals around
the windows. We would also like to thank Bert Harkins for his expertise in cleaning brass work
and, together with Edith, for all the cleaning that they undertake in the church – particularly at this
time of Covid 19 with all the sanitising that is required.
The PCC had agreed to the purchase of a replacement shed but it was decided to defer this until
later.
The PCC are continuing to act on suggestions put forward by the church architect in his
Quinquennial Inspection. Chris Short has been asked to locate points of entry of the glis glis and
he has blocked these with chicken wire where possible. It has been impossible, however, to
prevent them from entering through the bell tower in the roof.
The re-siting of the reredos and the moving forward of the carved communion table is still under
consideration by the chancellor following objections from the Victorian Society. Our thanks go to
the church architect for producing details of how the reredos can be re-positioned in the link
between the church and the Parish Room.
Covid !9 has severely restricted our normal activities this year. From March 2020 we have been
unable to hold our monthly coffee mornings, our pot-luck lunches and our Lent Lunches.
Fortunately. we were soon able to meet again for communal worship and we must thank Rebecca
and Rachel for organising the church in such a way that we could do this safely.
PCC meetings and House Group meetings have been held using Zoom.
A Christmas card was produced and distributed throughout the village inviting people to come to a
service entitled “In The Bleak Mid-Winter” prior to Christmas.
Rebecca has also arranged for the church to open on a Wednesday morning from 9.30 to 10.30 for
people to come and pray.
Helen King and John Marshall

PCC Secretary’s report for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting Sunday 25th April 2021
Over the past year, the PCC have met in January, March, May and September 2020. Some of these
meetings have been held on Zoom as we have been unable to meet together in the church.
There are seven elected members of the PCC. These are: Laura Frey, Edith Harkins, Sue Marshall,
Mike Pritchard, George Einchcombe and Karen Evans. Helen King and John Marshall are on the
committee as Churchwardens and Edith Harkins as Treasurer.
This year we were sorry to lose Gladys Greenwood from the PCC who resigned after a great many
years of service. We thank her for her faithfulness and valued support of St John’s and a small
presentation was made to her at the APCM in recognition of this.
Our APCM which was due to be held in April was postponed and eventually held on the 25th
October. Our Gift Day was also postponed and was held at our Harvest service in October rather
than Easter Sunday. The money from the gift day has now been allocated so that a proportion will
be going into church funds and each of the following charities will receive a donation: MAF, Mary’s
Meals, Salvation Army, DENS and Tiljala Shed.
The following appointments were made further to the APCM last year:Treasurer – Edith Harkins
Electoral Roll Officer – Susan Marshall
Chairman – Rebecca Fardell
Church Wardens – John Marshall and Helen King
Deputy Wardens – Sue Marshall and Michael Pritchard
The main topics for discussion throughout the year have been:
1.
Arrangements for services throughout the lockdowns and the restrictions enforced due to
the Corona virus pandemic.
2.
Following up the recommendations of the Quinquennial Inspection.
3.
Continuing with the plans and application to the DAC for moving the reredos and
communion table and restoring the original communion table that had been found underneath the
current carved table. Also for obtaining permission to use this smaller table, positioned in the
chance, for communion services in the interim period.
4.
Further developing links with the village community through events organised by the Village
Association.
5.
Making contact with the new residents of the houses in The Paddocks at the top of Bourne
End Lane.
6.
Giving and allocation of funds raised on the gift day, and further giving throughout the year.
7.
Updates on safeguarding training from the Diocese.
8.
Regular reviewing of our Mission Action Plan.
9.
The ongoing problems with Glis glis and the need to eradicate them from the building.
10.
Arranging continuing maintenance of the church and churchyard.
Sadly, some of our regular events have had to be cancelled this year. This included coffee
mornings, Pot Luck lunches, and the Easter Day, Remembrance Day and Carol services. However,

we are grateful that we have been able to open the church again for public and private prayer in
recent months.
Once again, we thank all members of the PCC for the hard work and time that they put into making
the church a safe and welcoming place of worship and for their support in keeping the church
building in good order even during these periods of restrictions and lockdown.
Helen King (Churchwarden)
Safeguarding Report
The PCC of St John’s “has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy
Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have due regard to House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding
children and vulnerable adults).”
Deanery Synod Report
St John’s did not have a St John’s representative until the APCM in October. This report therefore is
from Marguerite Craig who is one of the Sunnyside members of Deanery Synod.
Usually, the Deanery Synod meets two or three times a year but because of Covid they were only
able to meet in March. The lecture was entitled Modern Day Slavery and was led by the Rev Natalie
Gaynes from a Potter’s Bar Church. She is the diocese leader on this subject.
She explained how even now 200 years after slavery was abolished there are still 40.3 million slaves
in the world and 100, 000 in the UK often working in nail bars, car wash centres, cannabis farms.
They are often drug carriers and some are forced to be beggars.
There are groups out there trying to help. These include the Clewar initiative which is run by nuns
who work with prostitutes in Oxford.
There are also safe houses where these people can go for 90 days and evidence is then collected
and there is a modern-day slavery partnership in Hertfordshire with many charities involved.
This was an excellent lecture opening our eyes about something that is happening right here in
leafy Hertfordshire and that the Synod is very aware of and is trying to find answers to.
Marguerite Craig

Electoral Roll Report 2020-2021
St. John the Evangelist, Bourne End Electoral Roll

No.

Surname

First Names

1

Bailey

Rose

2

Clark

Robert Norrman E

3

Clark

Susan Elizabeth

4

Clarkson

Shiela Mary

5

Driver

Barbara Mary

6

Driver

John

7

Einchcomb

George

8

Evans

Karen Jayne

9

Frey

Laura

10

Greenwood

Gladys May

11

Gubbay

Audrey Alice

12

Gubbay

David Robin

13

Harkins

Edith

14

Harkins

Robert

15

Ivin

Janet Mary

16

King

Helen Joan

17

Manson

Catherine Jane

18

Manson

David Charles

19

Marshall

John

20

Marshall

Susan Jean

21

Pritchard

Michael Gwyn

22

Scott

Stephanie

23

Stanbridge

Daphne

24

Thomas

Alexander J S

25

Thomas

Frances Maureen

26

Welch

Jenny

27

Wilding

Peggy

28

Wrathall

Julie Ann

29

Wrathall

Timothy Peter

One has died.
The Number on our Electoral Roll is 29.

